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Sing your praise to the Lord...

with trumpets and the sound of the horn.

Make a joyful symphony
before the Lord, the King.
Psalm 98.5,6

SFX BAND MISSION
THE MISSION OF THE SFX BAND is to help children grow individually as musicians and also enjoy participation in a larger musical group. We want children to:

· sing to the Lord through their instruments

· learn self-discipline and cooperation with fellow band members of all ages and abilities
· experience the concert events and the associated satisfaction of accomplishment and joy that comes with performing for others
· perform with other bands and experience the different styles that directors exhibit, as well as the varying methods that judges employ

· have fun and enjoy social events with fellow students and their parents
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL BAND 

Ms. Debra Rodde – Principal
Mr. Philip Enns - Band Director

enns1988@gmail.com
815-641-0651 cell / 815-806-1361 home
SFX BAND PARENT BOARD
Mary Kay Dudley – President
dudleys1888turret@sbcglobal.net or 354-6956 (evenings)

Eileen Paliakas – Treasurer

epali@sbcglobal.net or 579-5919
Chris Pinta — Fundraising Coordinator/Pizza Days

chrispinta@comcast.net or 482-9618
Lee Egan — Communications Director

leeculinary@sbcglobal.net or 785-5535
INSTRUMENT RENTALS AND REPAIRS

Quinlan and Fabish

166 Shore Drive      Burr Ridge, IL 60527

(630)  654-4111
www.qandf.com

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

2011 – 2012
	Band Demos and

Grade 4 Instrument Testing
	Month of September (in class)

	New Parents’ Info Night and

New Instrument Rental
	September 28
6:00-8:00 pm / Band Room

	Lessons Begin

See chart, next page
	Concert Band:

Aug  30

Cadet Band:


Oct  4

	Rehearsals Begin

See chart, next page
	Concert Band:

Sept  6
Cadet Band:


Nov  1
Jazz Workshop:

Late Fall — Date TBA*

	LTHS Jr. High Band Night

Families admitted to game free with letter from LTHS
	Sept  9 


Friday night, 5:00-9:30pm

7th and 8th Graders only

	LTHS 8th Grade Band Festival and Concert
	Nov  8

Tuesday
8am-3pm
Workshop, LTHS North

7:30pm
Concert, LTHS North Reber Center

8th Graders only

	
	

	Christmas Concert
	Dec 6

	Winter Concert
	Feb. 21

	LTHS 8th Grade Jazz Festival and Concert
	Feb 22

Wednesday

8am-3pm
Workshop, LTHS South

7:30pm

Concert, LTHS South
Performing Arts Center

8th Grade only

	Band Field Trip
	TBA in Second Semester

	Band Solo Contest

St. Louise
	March 3 (Saturday)

	Band-o-Rama

Wilkins Jr. High
	April 28(Saturday) 

	Spring Concert
	May 15

	Band Pizza Days
	Nov. 22, Dec. 6, Jan. 24, May 1

Contact chrispinta@comcast.net with questions


* Exact dates/times will follow in advance of these events.

LESSON AND REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

2011 – 2012
Please arrive in time to be ready to play your instrument at the Rehearsal Time shown below.

	Band
	First Lesson

Lesson take place in class, on your child’s

Rehearsal Days.


	Rehearsal Schedule
	First Rehearsal

	Concert Band

Grades 5-8
	Aug  30
	Before school
every Tuesday
and

alternating Mondays

7:15-8:00 am
	Sept  6

	Cadet Band

Grade 4 and

other new Band Members


	Oct  4
	After school

every Tuesday
3:10-3:50 pm
	Nov  1

	Concert Band parents, please note:

· A detailed schedule showing the exact dates for these ‘alternating Mondays’ will take frequent Monday school holidays into consideration and will be distributed to parents as soon as those dates are finalized; a copy will also be posted on the SFX Band’s Web page on the SFX School Website.

· All 5th Graders and other second year band members are strongly encouraged to attend the Cadet Band’s rehearsals; 6th through 8th Graders are also welcome and may be eligible for Service Hours.


ATTENDANCE is mandatory for lessons, rehearsals and performances.  Students are responsible for coordinating their lesson times and missed school work with their teachers.  Lessons are scheduled during the school day on a rotating half-hour schedule.  During special testing days, the band director will make every effort to reschedule the lesson time.  Parents should advise the Band Director of any absence or tardiness, through a note or email.
SFX SCHOOL BAND is an extracurricular activity open to students in Grades 4-8.  The Band is self-supporting under direction of the school principal, band director, and parent board.
THE BAND DIRECTOR administers the musical and educational aspects of the band program. Responsibilities include music content and curriculum, group lessons and rehearsals, and arrangements for all concerts, performances, and various special events.
CONCERT BAND is for advanced musicians in Grades 5-8.  Technique is emphasized, and the literature is grade 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 music.  The director approves participation in the concert band.  Concert Band members are given one lesson and two rehearsals per week.

CADET BAND (formerly, Junior Band) is for all beginning musicians (including all Grade 4 musicians and all older students who are learning a band instrument for the first time). Their literature is beginning level music from a lesson and band book.  The Band Director works with each Cadet Band member throughout the first month of school to determine which instrument(s) are best suited to that individual student. A special information session for Cadet Band parents is held immediately thereafter, with Quinlan & Fabish representatives on site to handle instrument rentals.  Cadet Band members are given one lesson and one rehearsal per week.  All 5th Graders and other second year band members are strongly encouraged to attend the Cadet Band’s rehearsals; 6th through 8th Graders are also welcome and may be eligible for Service Hours.
JAZZ WORKSHOP is for advanced musicians in Grades 6-8 (and Grade 5, by audition) who desire to explore jazz as well as participating in Concert Band.  Students learn the basics of jazz and jazz improvisation as well as jazz history, and listen to great jazz artists, past and present.  Jazz Workshop begins in late Fall, subject to sufficient participation.
TUITION is determined by the SFX Parent Band Board. Tuition is billed in October and February. Checks are made payable to SFX Parish.  Tuition checks are submitted to the band Treasurer for bookkeeping purposes. Any family needing a special payment plan can make arrangements with the Treasurer.  A $20.00 late fee will be applied per semester for late tuition unless prior arrangements have been made with the Treasurer.  Parents seeking financial assistance may contact the Principal before Sept. 30. Tuition is non-refundable per semester.  For 2011-12 tuition per family is:

· $160/semester – Total for each family with 1 Band Member
· $270/semester – Total for each family with 2 Band Members

· $400/semester – Total for each family with 3 or more Band Members

· No Extra Tuition   for Jazz Workshop

ACTIVITY FEE $30 per Band Member, due by September 30, is an annual, non-refundable fee made payable to the SFX Band Parents Association.  It covers the expenses of folders, sheet music, performance entry fees and costs, awards, field trips, and miscellaneous administrative expenses.
FORMS    Parents receive several Band forms when the school year begins.  All Band forms and the Band Handbook will also be available on the SFX Band’s web page on the school’s website.
BAND UNIFORMS are required for performances. Band Members will wear white polo style shirts with the SFX Band logo, which are ordered through the SFX Band Board each fall.  Order forms are made available in August and are also posted on the SFX Band web page.  New orders are due by September 30, with checks payable to the SFX Band Parents Association.  Boys and girls must wear navy blue pants and dark socks. The SFX uniform exchange can be used for band shirts.

BAND FOLDERS will be provided to each student.  Lesson sheet music is provided and is to be kept in the folders at all times.  Students will not be admitted to their lessons without their folders.  Should any sheet music be lost or misplaced, a $1.00 fee (per sheet) will be charged.

CONCERT and PERFORMANCE notices will be sent home with students in advance of the scheduled dates.  The SFX band performs in a variety of school and parish events as well as competitive events with other schools.  Refer to the “Important Dates to Remember” page in this booklet.  The Band Director requires timely notice if attendance is not possible.

PRACTICE TIME at home is expected and necessary so all students can keep up with lessons and rehearsal material.  Students are encouraged to practice at least 15-30 minutes per day, 5 days a week.  Additional practice assignments may be required prior to special events. 
PRACTICE SHEETS for PARENTS’ WEEKLY INITIALING will be stapled into each Band student’s music book, along with a list of the scales that they are expected to practice and learn.  Parents should review and initial the weekly practice charts in each student’s band folder.
PARENT VOLUNTEERS are always needed.  A Parent Volunteer Sheet is sent home when the school year begins and is also posted on the SFX Band web page.  We ask each family to volunteer for at least one activity or event.
BAND WEB PAGE is located on the SFX School Website.  Copies of the SFX Band Handbook and all schedules, forms, used instrument sales, and other band information can be found there.
THE SFX BAND PARENT BOARD is composed of a President, Treasurer, Fundraising Coordinator, and Communications Director, each serving a 2-year term.  The goal of the Board is to promote the band program and support the band activities for SFX School and Parish.  In addition to administrative and financial responsibilities, the Board coordinates fundraising events and assists the Band Director with activities and performances throughout the school year.  If you are interested in serving on the SFX Band Parent Board, please contact a current Board Member.
ISSUE RESOLUTION Any difficulties should be discussed first with the Band Director.  Should this fail to resolve the issue, please contact Ms. Rodde.  We appreciate your assistance in identifying problems early. 
DONATIONS to the SFX Band are always welcome!  Our fundraising dollars have allowed for equipment purchases to accommodate our growing band, including SFX Band-owned instruments.

MAINTENANCE and CLEANING of instruments is the responsibility of the students.  Most rental agreements include cleaning and tuning at no additional cost.  Mouthpieces should be cleaned often with mild soap and warm water, and then air dried.  Slides for horns, trumpets, cornets, trombones, and similar instruments should be free to pull out for tuning. 

SUPPLIES Students are responsible for obtaining their own supplies.  Reeds for clarinets, oboes, saxophones and other instruments can be purchased from any music store.  Most students will play on a strength of 2-1/2. Be sure to purchase neck straps for saxophones. 

INSTRUMENTS Any instrument owned by students may be used upon approval of the Band Director. The Band Director will work with each new Band member during school hours throughout the month of September to determine which instrument(s) are best suited to each individual student, and will make instrument suggestions to parents and students. A separate, more detailed meeting to welcome the parents of our new Band members will be scheduled for late September, when the Band Director will provide information on instrument fittings, rentals, music, lessons, rehearsals, practice, and performance events.  Quinlan & Fabish representatives will be on site to handle instrument rentals that night.  Students using instruments owned by the SFX Band will be charged a monthly fee and are responsible for repairs due to careless damage done to the instrument.

USED INSTRUMENTS may be listed for sale in “as is” condition on the SFX Band website.  To list an instrument, please email the Band President.

PRIVATE LESSONS are encouraged.  Students who take private lessons usually excel at their instruments and are a benefit to the band as a whole.  Contact the Band Director for names and recommendations of teachers, or check the Quinlan and Fabish list of private teachers at www.qandf.com 
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