

June, 2011
Dear St. Francis Xavier School Families,

Summer has finally arrived! I hope that you’re taking some time to rest and relax during these relatively lazy summer days. In addition to providing time to slow down, summer also offers the opportunity to make plans for the year ahead. This mailing contains information and forms that are necessary for the 2011-2012 school year. 
Included in this mailing:

· A pink envelope to mail tuition, milk order, medical forms, etc: When the office reopens we have thousands of pieces of mail and these envelopes truly make the priority mail stand out.
· Milk order form: It includes the names, grades, and homeroom assignments for each child in the family.
· Family tuition/fee statement: It shows the yearly amount. Only the highlighted amount is due on Fee Day, Wednesday, August 17. Payments may be mailed in the pink envelope or dropped off at the rectory any time prior to that date. We are no longer issuing tuition payment books. If you would like payment coupons for your own use, you may find them on the school website.
· An invitation to families to sign up for Automatic Tuition Payment Withdrawal: This program does not include the August Fee Day payment, but would begin with the September tuition payment and continue through April. Questions regarding this program should be directed to Susan Albertini, parish accountant, at 352-0168.
· A school calendar for August and September. 
Items of interest, updated and available on the school website at www.sfx-lg.org, are listed below. When you access the parish website, click on School, then on Parent Information (under Quick Links). The first line offered under Parent Information is “Summer Reading, Supply Lists and East Campus Information.” Please bookmark the website as this will be updated regularly.
· Supply lists

· Suggested and assigned summer reading lists

· 2011-2012 Calendar (When you click on an event, a description of the event is presented.)
· Preschool and Kindergarten orientation schedules and general information

· East Campus drop-off and pick-up procedures (Please make yourselves familiar with these.)
· 2011-2012 parishioner tuition rates

· SFX Handbook for Parents and Students

· Uniform regulations: Parents are asked to read the uniform regulations in the Parent-Student Handbook, to ensure that all students are in compliance with summer, regular, and gym uniform guidelines.
· Link to Schoolbelles Uniform Company – SFX school code is #1411
· Link to purchase gym uniforms and spiritwear

· Child Health Examination form required for:


Children entering SFX for the first time


Children entering Kindergarten


Children entering 6th grade

Health forms are due in the school office by August 1st. Students cannot begin the school year if the required Health Examination & Immunization forms are not on file the first day of school. There are no exceptions.

· Dental forms required for:


Children entering SFX for the first time


Children entering Kindergarten


Children entering 2nd grade


Children entering 6th grade

(Page two of the Dental Examination Form is a waiver form for use if a dental examination will not be performed.)
· Eye Examination forms required for:


Children entering Kindergarten


Children entering SFX for the first time in grades 1 and beyond

(Page two of the Eye Examination Form is a waiver form for use if an eye examination will not be performed.)
· Information and forms required for students self-administration of medication at school

· All information and forms to complete the: “Protecting God’s Children” program. Completion of this

program is required prior to volunteering at school when children are present or chaperoning on a field trip. The four sections of this program are:
· Application for Criminal Background Check – www.archchicago.org – access code: protection

· DCFS/Cants form – print, complete and return to the school office

· Volunteer Code of Conduct form – print, read, sign and return to the school office.

· Pre-register for a Virtus Training Session at www.virtus.org, and then attend same session. There will be one session at SFX on Sunday, September 25th. You may attend this training elsewhere; but you must notify the school office of your attendance.
· Students may wear summer or regular school uniforms on the first day of school. (Please note: Students may wear the summer uniform or the school uniform, not pieces of both.)

· The Family & School Association will sponsor a uniform exchange and sweatsuit sale in the 1st floor hallway on Fee Payment Day, Wednesday, August 17th. Also available for pick up will be the supply boxes purchased through Innisbrook in May.
· Uniforms ordered from Schoolbelles in May are sent to your homes.

Financial Assistance: Applications became available to request in early June. Please note: The initial deadline for submission was June 24, 2011. Notice of financial assistance grants will be sent to families in August.
Class Lists: Homeroom and teacher assignments will be emailed to families in August.
Morning arrival times for 2011-2012: There continues to be some confusion about the meaning of “tardy” at St. Francis Xavier. In an effort to clear up any misconceptions, I’d like to distinguish “first bell” from “starting time”.

	Grades
	First Bell
	(Classes Begin)

Starting Time

	Preschool – 1st 
	None
	8:30am

	2nd  - 5th
	8:15am
	8:25am

	6th – 8th
	8:10am
	8:20am


Students enter the school building when the first bell rings. This gives them approximately ten to fifteen minutes to put away coats, place lunches in tubs, start on morning bell work, and follow other morning procedures in the classroom. Students are expected to be in their seats and ready to work at starting time. If students enter the building at the starting time, they can’t possibly organize themselves for the day because class begins as they enter. Not only are they marked “tardy” because they are not ready to work, students start the day at a disadvantage, not having been given the opportunity to prepare themselves for the day ahead. “Starting time” is when classes begin; not time for students to begin.
Please take note of the times for first bell. It is to your child’s emotional and academic advantage to be at school well ahead of the start time for class. PLEASE MAKE “FIRST BELL” YOUR CHILD’S STARTING TIME.

The Main Campus office will be closed the entire month of July and will reopen Monday, August 8th. Please feel free to email questions, concerns, or changes to your directory information to sfxmain@ameritech.net. It is checked on a regular basis.
Have a happy, safe and fun-filled summer!
