THE MISSION OF THE SFX BAND isto
hdp children grow individually as musicians
andalso enjoy participation in a larger

mus cal group.We wart children to:

Learn self-discipline and cooperation with
fellow band members of all ages and
abilities.

Experience the concert events, with the
associated satisfaction of accomplishment
andjoy of performing for others.

Conpete with other bandsand experience
the different styles that directors exhibit as
wdl asthevarying methodsthat judges
employ.

Have fun, and enjoy social events with
fellow students and their parents.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL

BAND
2007 - 2008

Ms. Debra Rodde - Principal
Mr. Eric Beltran - Band Director
(708) 354-0061 x129

SFX BAND PARENT BOARD

Jean Hruby 579-1976 Co-Chair
Mary Kay Dudley 354-6956 Co-Chair
Annmarie Gazdziak 354-3962 Treasurer



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Aug 28, Tuesday

2007 - 2008
4™ Gr — in school
Instrument Testing

Aug 29, Wednesday New Band Parent Meeting

Aug 30, Thursday

Week of Sept 3

Oct. 6
Dec 2, Sun - AM

Dec 11, Wed

March 1, Saturday

April 12, Saturday
May 22, Thursday

Registration — Fees Due
6:30 — Band Room

Instrument Rental Night
4-5:30 A-M, 5:30-7 N-Z

-All Band Lessons Begin
-Rehearsals begin for
Concert & Cadet bands

Fall Festival (C/CD)
Nazareth Academy
Yule Flip (All)

Winter Concert  (All)
7pm - Gym

Solo Contest (All)
St. Louise de Marillac

Band-O-Rama (All)
Spring Concert  (All)

(C) Concert Band (CD) Cadet Band
(J) Junior Band  (A) All Bands

LESSON AND REHEARSAL
SCHEDULE
2007 - 2008

Concert Band:  Begins Tuesday, Sept. 4

Lessons Grade 6: Wed. during school
Grades 7/8: Tues during school

Rehearsal Tues. & Wed., 7:30-8:15 A.M.

Cadet Band: Begins Thursday, Sept. 6
Lessons Grade 5, Thur during school
Rehearsal-Sem 1  Thurs.: 7:30 —8:15 A.M.
*Rehearsal-Sem 2 Thurs & Fri 7:30-8:15 AM

Junior Band Parent Meeting, Aug 29

Begins Friday, Sept 7
Lessons Grade 4: Fri. during school
Rehearsal-Sem 1  Fridays (beg. 10/5) 7:30-8:15 A.M.
*Rehearsal-Sem 2 Thur andFri 7:30-8:15 AM

*Semester 1: Sept — Dec
*Semester 2: Jan - June



THE SFX SCHOOL BAND is an extracurricular
activity open to students in Grades 4-8. The band is self-
supporting under direction of the school principal, band
director and a parent board.

THE BAND DIRECTOR administers the musical and
educational aspects of the band program. Responsibilities
include music content and curriculum, group lessons and
rehearsals, arrangements for all concerts, and performances
including various special events. Student evaluations are

provided to parents two times a year.

CONCERT BAND is for advanced musicians in Grades
6-8. Technique is emphasized and the literature is grade 1 1/2
to 2 1/2 music. The director approves participation in the
concert band. Concert band members are given one lesson
and two rehearsals per week.

CADET BAND is for intermediate musicians in Grade 5
as well as certain other students. Their literature is grade 1
music. Intermediate level band books and lesson curriculum
are emphasized. Cadet band members are given one lesson
per week and one rehearsal per week during the first Semester
and then will be combined with the Junior Band in the
Second Semester with rehearsals twice a week.

JUNIOR BAND is for beginning musicians Grade 4 or
returning students who are learning an instrument for the first
time. Their literature is beginning level music from a lesson
and band book. Junior band members are given one lesson
per week. Rehearsals will be one time a week during the first
semester beginning 10/6 and then will be combined with the
Cadet Band in the Second Semester with rehearsals twice a

week.

S.

TUITION is determined by the Band Parent Board
and band director. Tuition fees are used solely for
compensation to the band director. The annual
tuition fee is billed and mailed home in October and
February. Checks are made payable to the director,
Mr. Eric Beltran. For bookkeeping purposes,
tuition checks are to be submitted to the band
treasurer. Any family needing a special payment
plan can make arrangements with the treasurer. A
$20.00 late fee will be applied per semester for late
tuition unless prior arrangements have been made
with the treasurer. Tuition is non-refundable per
semester. For 20072008— Tuitions are as follows
$270/yr — Junior & Cadet Band
$288/yr — concert Band

THE ACTIVITY FEE, $50: charged per student,is
an annual, non-refundable fee made payable to the
SFX Band Parent Association. This one-time fee
covers the expenses of folders, sheet music,
performance entry fees and costs, awards and
miscellaneous administrative expenses. The fee also
contributes to one field trip. For 2007-2008 — this
fee is $50 and is due by Sept 7™.



PARENT VOLUNTEERS are always needed. A
Parent Volunteer Sheet is included in this mailing.
We ask that each band parent volunteer for at least
one event during the school year. If you are
interested in serving on the Band Parent Board,
please contact a current board member.

THE SFX BAND PARENT BOARD is composed
of 6 officers, each serving a 2-year term. The goal
of the board 1s to promote the band program and
support the band activities for the SFX School and
Parish. In addition to administrative and financial
responsibilities, the board arranges activities and
performances, including fundraising events, held
throughout the school year.

Any difficulties should be discussed first with Mr.
Beltran. Should this fail to resolve the issue, please
contact a band co-chair who will work on resolving
the issue with Mr. Beltran and or Ms. Rodde. We
appreciate your assistance in identifying problems
early.

DONATIONS to the SFX Band are always
welcome! Our fundraising dollars have allowed for
equipment purchases to accommodate our growing
band. In addition we have been able to buy SFX
Band-owned instruments for use in the band room
and during concert performances.

7.

BAND UNIFORMS are required. For
performances, students will wear the white polo style
shirt with the SFX Band logo. Boys and girls must
wear navy blue pants and dark socks. The SFX
uniform exchange can be used for band shirts.

ATTENDANCE is mandatory for lessons,
rehearsals and performances. Students are
responsible for coordinating their lesson times and
missed school work with their teachers. Lessons are
scheduled during the school day on a rotating half-
hour schedule. During special testing days, the band
director will make every effort to reschedule the
lesson time. Any absence or tardiness requires a
parent note. The band director will send a Band
Communication following two unexcused absences.
This will be signed by the parent and returned to the
director.

BAND FOLDERS will be provided to each student.
Lesson sheet music is provided and is to be kept in
the folder at all times. Students will not be admitted
to their lessons without their folders. Should any
sheet music be lost or misplaced, a $1.00 fee, per
sheet, will be charged.



PRIVATE LESSONS are encouraged. Students
who take private lessons usually excel at their
instruments and are a benefit to the band as a whole.
You may contact the band director for names and
recommendations of teachers, or check the
Quinlan and Fabish list of private teachers at
qandf.com

CONCERT and PERFORMANCE notices will be
sent home with students in advance of the scheduled
dates. The SFX band performs in a variety of school
and parish events as well as competitive events with
other schools. Refer to the Important Dates to
Remember page in this booklet. The band director
requires timely notice if attendance is not possible.

PRACTICE TIME at home is expected and
necessary so all students keep up with lessons and
rehearsal material. Students are encouraged to
practice daily. Special practice homework may be
required prior to special events. Refer to the practice
chart in the band folder; parents should review and
initial these charts.

MAINTENANCE and CLEANING of instruments
is the responsibility of the students. Most rental
agreements include cleaning and tuning for no added
cost. Mouthpieces should be cleaned often with
mild soap and warm water and air dried. Slides for
horns, trumpets, cornets, trombones, and similar
instruments should be free to pull out for tuning.
Flutes may also need to be tuned if you have to pull
out too far to tune with a tuner.

SUPPLIES: Students are responsible for obtaining
their own supplies. Reeds for clarinets, oboes,
saxophones and other instruments can be purchased
from any music store. Most students will play on a
strength of 2 1/2. Be sure to purchase neck straps for
saxophones.

INSTRUMENTS may be rented from Quinlan &
Fabish at a meeting that is scheduled in the fall. Any
instrument owned by students may be used upon
approval of the band director. To help students
choose which instruments they will play, students
who are interested in becoming band members will
participate in an Instrument Day early in the school
year. The band director will make instrument
suggestions to parents and students. Students using
instruments owned by the SFX band will be charged
a monthly fee and are responsible for repairs due to
careless damage done to the instrument.

10.



